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STTPPT.EMENTAT. INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir 



In order to fulfill the requirements of candor and good faith set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, 
Applicants submit herewith the following Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement in 
accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1 .97 and § 1.98. 

With regard to the references cited on the attached Form PTO-1449, the following patent 
documents were previously submitted and considered in connection with parent U.S. Application 
No. 10/212,609 (now U.S. Patent No. 6,719,783): U.S. Patent Nos. 5,370,681, 6,036,724, 
6,355,063, 6,428,571, 6,521,284, 6,547,820. 
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Moreover, the following patent documents cited on the attached Form PTO-1449 were 
previously cited in connection with parent U.S. Application No. 09/040,880 (now U.S. Patent 
No. 6,001,125): U.S. Patent Nos. 5,607,478, 5,609,626, 5,776,182, 5,843,166, 5,873,904. 

Certain foreign documents listed on the Form-PTO 1449 are not in the English-language. 
With regard to the foreign-language documents listed in the table below, Applicants respectfully 
request that the English-language documents listed in the table below be deemed to satisfy the 
requirement for a concise explanation of the relevance of each document. 



Foreign-Language Document 


English-Language Document Submitted 
to Fulfill Requirement for a Concise 
Explanation of Relevance 


JP 55-52755 


US 4,306,318; copy of translation of Official 
Action attached as Exhibit B in connection 
with Japanese Application No. 9-526318 


JP 7-507014 


US 5,474,824; copy of translation of Official 
Action attached as Exhibit A in connection 
with Japanese Application No . 9-5263 18 


JP 2-126827 


English-language abstract; copy of Official 
Action attached as Exhibit A in connection 
with Japanese Application No. 9-5263 1 8 


JP 3-198846 


English-language abstract; US 5,171,261; copy 
of translation of Official Action attached as 
Exhibit B in connection with Japanese 
Application No. 9-526318 


JP 3-280949 


English-language abstract; copy of translation 
of Second Official Action (attached as Exhibit 
B) in connection with Japanese Application 
No. 9-526318 



2 
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Copies of the U.S. patent documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 and in the 
chart above are not provided as the United States Patent and Trademark Office has waived tto 
requirement for paper submission of such documents. Copies of the other documents cited 
herein with the exception of JP 55-52755, JP 7-507014, JP 2-126827, JP 3-198846, and IP 3- 
280949 (which are in Japanese) are transmitted herewith. With regard to JP 55-52755, JP 7- 
507014, JP 2-126827, JP 3-198846, and JP 3-280949, Applicants are submitting English- 
language documents as set forth in the above table for the consideration of the Examiner. 

As this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the mailing of a first 
Office Action on the merits after the filing of a Request for Continued Examination, the 
Information Disclosure Statement is believed to be timely in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§1.97(b)(4) and, accordingly, no fee is believed to be due. If, however, a fee is due, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 08-2461. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional fees 
associated with this communication, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account 
No. 08-2461. 
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If the Examiner has any questions or comments relating to the present application, she 
respectfully invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Andrea M. Wilkovich 
Registration No. 53,773 



HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 11791 
(973)331-1700 
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STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 
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CONFIRMATION NO. 
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(Use several sheets If necessary) 


FILING DATE 
April 9, 2004 


GROUP 
3738 


U.S. PATENT PUBLICATIONS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 






































U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 
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CLASS 


FILING DATS 
IF APPROPRIATE 






4.306,318 


12-22- 
81 


Mano et al, 












4,332,035 


06-01- 
82 


Mano 












4,550,447 


11-05- 1 
85 


Seller, Jr. et a). 












4,704,130 


11-03- 
87 


Gilding eta!, 












4,822,361 


04-18- 
89 


Okita et al. 












5,054,593 


11-12- 
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Tamaru et al. 












5,171,261 


12-15- 
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12-06- 
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Herweck et al. 
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12-12- 
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Martakos et al. 












5,607,478 


03-04- 
97 


Lentz et al. 












5,609,626 


03-11- 
97 


Quijano et al. 









EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 
609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form 
with next communication with applicant. 
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* Submitted herewith with a copy of English-language abstract. 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author. Title, Pate. Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Holuoec et al. , The Relationship Between PTFS Graft Ultrastructure and Cellular 
Ingrowth: The Influence of an Autologous Jugular Vein Wrap, Biomatenals Mechanical 
Properties, STP 1173, pp. 53-64 (1994) 



Golden et at., Healing of polytetrafluoroethylene arterial grafts is Influenced by graft 
porosity, J. Vascular Surgcry> Vol. H> wo. 6., pp. 838-845 (1990) 
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